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Introduction: What is new this year?

School Year 2022-23

District 65 is excited to announce that we will report student learning to our

students and families using new report cards in Kindergarten through Fifth

Grade.

Families will see a report card structure that is familiar but new. The descriptors

of grade level learning have been updated and are fully aligned to State of

Illinois learning standards. Additionally, we have worked to update our habits of

a student section to capture the important skills that students need in order to

learn and grow and become successful students.

The remainder of this handbook shares the specific changes in greater detail.

Please refer to our District 65 website to learn more, or email your school

leader.

Stacy Beardsley

Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction
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Section 1: D65 Vision and Purpose of Grading/Reporting

D65 Grading and Reporting Vision

D65’s vision is that report card grades are meaningful, accurate, and actionable

for students, their families and educators.

The Purpose of Grading

The purpose of grading is to communicate, to all stakeholders, student

achievement toward specific standards at a certain point in time and to inspire

future achievement to positively impact change.

The Purpose of the Report Card

The purpose of a report card is to communicate a snapshot of current learning
- both process (academic) and product (learning aligned to grade level
expectations)
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Section 2: Why Standards Based Grading?

District 65 educators and families have identified a need to improve the D65
report card and grading practices to reflect these instructional beliefs. We heard
from students, families and educators that grades did not truly reflect what
students knew and could do. We heard that the skills were not always aligned to
our current standards and grade expectations. We heard that information on
behavior got mixed up with academic performance. Most importantly we heard
that people want a system that is clearer and allows them to better understand if
their student is demonstrating the learning required at each grade level 

To do this, we are implementing standards based grading and reporting systems.
This will ensure that grades truly reflect student achievements and areas of
growth, are consistent across the district, and promote equitable grading
practices.

We recognize that grades and report cards are an important form of feedback to
both students and their families regarding their performance in school. It is
important that they are accurate, meaningful, and actionable. For this to be
realized, grades need to give a precise picture of what students have learned and
what they need to work on for further learning.

The new standards based report cards and guidance were developed after an
extensive review of research by experts in the field through books and articles,
working with a core group of K-8 educators that formed the Report Card
Committee for the past 2 years and by collecting feedback from D65
administrators and teachers as well as parents and students.
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Section 3: D65’s What is standards based grading?

Standards based grading is an approach to reporting grades and learning that
separates the process of learning from the product of learning.  Standards based
grading is the end product of a standards based learning system. “The simple idea
of standards-based learning is to ensure transparency in all elements of the
teaching and learning process: curriculum, instruction, assessment, and reporting.
(Guskey, Ed Week, 10/14/2016)”

In a standards based system, the curriculum begins with understanding the
standards and deciding on what the most important learning is for students to
learn and be able to apply.  Educators then take their knowledge of students and
their craft and engage with the curriculum and the instructional materials to plan
learning for students.

D65 Grading Pathway

D65 Pathway from Standards to Grading (Figure A)

A key difference in a standards-aligned system is that teachers and students have clear
knowledge of the learning targets (what students must know and be able to do) that indicate if
students are operating at grade level. Educators and students work together to measure
progress, provide feedback and ultimately demonstrate learning. Figure A captures standards
based learning and shows that students engage in assessment along the way (formative) to

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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give them feedback on learning targets.

A second key difference in standards based grading is that it is important to separate the

process of learning and the product of learning.

● Product criteria reflect how well students have achieved specific academic learning
goals, standards, or competencies.

● Process criteria describe student behaviors that facilitate, broaden, or extend learning.
These may be things that enable learning, such as performance on formative
assessments, homework, and class participation. They also may reflect extended
learning goals related to social-emotional learning skills such as collaboration, goal
setting, perseverance, habits of mind, or citizenship. In some cases, process criteria
relate to students' compliance with class procedures, like turning in assignments on
time.

In summary, in a standards based system–

★ Curriculum clearly identifies what needs to be learned and how to assess it.

★ Learning targets are clear and shared with students.

★ Formative assessments are used to monitor student understanding and growth towards
learning targets.

★ Students have opportunities to work on areas of need as indicated by the formative
assessments.

★ Students are assessed using summative assessments that are standards aligned after
learning has occurred.

★ Process of learning and product of learning are reported separately.

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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D65 Grading Principles

In a standards based system, grades are determined using a set of principles. The
principles are intended to increase the transparency of grades and to move us
closer to our vision of sharing grades with families that are meaningful, accurate
and actionable.

#1 Grades are based on proficiency demonstrated on tasks aligned to
standards and clear learning targets.

❖ Students know the goals they are working on.
❖ Students know the success criteria and expectations.
❖ Students know how they will be assessed and what evidence will be collected.

#2 Use of valid evidence for the product of learning measures or letter grades

❖ Valid Evidence
➢ Summative assessments/work- unit assessments, benchmark assessments,

portfolios, projects/presentations etc…
❖ Not-valid evidence

➢ Homework, late work, extra credit, behavior

#3 Grading is based on established clear criteria.

❖ Clear Criteria
➢ Student and family know what is measured ahead of time, assessments are

aligned to grade level goals, rubrics are clear and shared ahead of time,
❖ Not Clear criteria

➢ Students and family learn what is measured after grading is completed,
assessments are not well aligned with grade level goals, rubrics are not clear or
not shared

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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#4 Students are given feedback as they learn, but only assessed after learning
has occurred.

❖ Students receive feedback from teacher and peers as they are learning
❖ Teachers uses daily formative assessments and checkpoints to monitor learning and

provide needed supports
❖ Students are graded only after learning has occurred and using variety of tasks types
❖ Graded assessments and tasks are aligned to grade level goals and completed

independently by the student

#5 Grades are based on most recent work, not the average of all the work
aligned to a standard.

❖ Grades are based on the pattern of the work and learning progress made
❖ The most recent work/assessment is used for grading NOT the average of all

assessments/work done

Note: This does not mean that work/assessments given along the way can be ignored. They are critical in
knowing what the student is doing well and where they need to work more. This will help students focus their
efforts to ensure that they get a better grade by the end of the term and year for each reporting standard.

#6 Report academic achievement (product) and non-academic (process)
indicators separately.

❖ Academic Indicators (examples):
➢ Math - Students can use multiplication within 100 (both factors less than or

equal to 10) to solve word problem

➢ Social Studies - Students can compare perspectives of people in the past to

those of people in the present.

❖ Non-Academic Indicators (examples):
➢ Attendance
➢ Participation
➢ Homework
➢ Work habits
➢ Behavior

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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Section 4: What will grades look like?

New Report Card for K-5

● Kindergarten - English and Spanish

● First Grade - English and Spanish

● Second Grade - English and Spanish

● Third Grade - English and Spanish

● Fourth Grade - English and Spanish

● Fifth Grade - English and Spanish

If you wish to give us feedback on the new K-5 report cards, please use this form.

Grading/Reporting Scale for All K-5 Students

Academic Learning Measures (Standards-Based)

EX

Exceeding Standard: Exceeds the rigor of the end-of-trimester standard consistently and

independently across a variety of contexts.

Quick Explanation:  The student is able to consistently demonstrate grade level learning

across a variety of tasks and they are able to extend that learning to new and different tasks.

ME

Meeting Standard: Meets the rigor of the end-of-trimester standard consistently and

independently across a variety of contexts.

Quick Explanation:  The student is able to demonstrate the learning required here at the

grade level expectation.  They are able to do this consistently and across different learning

tasks.

PR

Progressing in Learning of Standard: Making progress towards consistently and

independently meeting the end-of-trimester standard across a variety of contexts.

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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Quick Explantation:  The student is making good progress towards the learning described

here. They may be meeting the grade level expectation, but not yet consistently. Or a student may

be growing and close to meeting the expectation but not yet demonstrating a complete

understanding. More time and/or practice may be needed to help the student get to the

grade level expectation.

BE

Beginning Learning of the Standard: Developing foundational skills needed to progress

towards meeting the end-of-trimester standard consistently and independently.

Quick explanation:  The student is beginning to learn the skills that are needed to get to grade

level learning.  This is a potential area to learn more about how to support your students'

learning.  We want to see all students meeting standards by the end of the school year.

IE

Insufficient Evidence: Lack of student evidence submitted to assess standard.

Quick explanation:  The classroom educator was not able to gather enough evidence of

student learning aligned to this descriptor to share an accurate learning measure. This may

be caused by limited attendance.

Standards not addressed this trimester will be gray on the report card

Non-Academic Indicators - Learning Habit Measures

ME Meeting Standards: Demonstrates behavior/habit independently and consistently without reminders

PR Progressing: Demonstrates behavior/habit frequently, with few reminders

BE Beginning Learning: Demonstrates behavior/habit occasionally, requires repeated reminders

IE Insufficient Evidence: Rarely demonstrates the behavior/habit without intervention

Grading/Reporting Scale for All Middle School Students (SY 2022-23 ONLY)

Academic Learning Measures (Percentage-Based)

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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Grade Percentages Letter Grade

90-100%
80-89%
70-79%
65-69%

Below 65%

A
B
C
D
F

Non-Academic Indicators: Process of Learning Feedback in Middle School

Note: The middle school report card will have the citizenship mark removed and all
classes will provide feedback on three areas connected to the process of learning.

Learning Habit or Attitude
(Scale Used: Beginning, Approaching, or Meets)

Preparedness
● On time for class and

ready to learn
● Prepared with needed

materials and
demonstrate
organizational skills

● Completes and submits
assignments on time

Engagement
● Focused on learning and

instruction during class
● Actively engaged in class

discussions and learning
● Places effort into work
● Collaborates effectively
● Respectful to individuals,

the class, and guidelines

Initiative
● Reflects on learning and

takes appropriate steps to
improve

● Listens and responds to
instruction and feedback

● Displays confidence to take
on new challenges

● Pursues inquiry and curiosity
with learning

● Demonstrates honesty and
integrity in learning

Grade Weighting

Middle school educators (6th-8th grade) in Literacy and Language Arts, Math, Science
and Social Studies are calculating grades using the following weighting:

Category Weight

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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Process of Learning

Formative Assessments Tasks

15%

Product/Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment Tasks

(Evidence includes a minimum of 3 tasks aligned
to the reporting standards)

85%

The reason for this change is to make shifts towards a more standards based approach
where a grade more accurately reflects what a student knows and can do.  A
summative task or product of learning is a task that is completed after a skill has been
taught, the student has had an opportunity to practice and get feedback and is
demonstrated with independence (unless the standards calls for collaboration).

Educators may still track homework and classwork completion, participation, etc. yet the
amount that these impact a students grade is limited.

Last revised on September 28, 2022

13



Evanston D65 -Standards Based Grading and Reporting Handbook

Section 5:  Grading Students with Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs) and 504 Plans

Students receiving accommodations and/or modifications per IEP or 504 will receive a
report card based on a student's current achievement on grade level expectations reflecting the
standards for the grade level in which students are placed.

K-5 Students

EX - Student exceeds grade level standard with or without an IEP

ME - Student meets grade level standard with or without an IEP
PR - Student is making progress toward grade level standard per the IEP
BE - Student is not making progress toward grade level standard.
IE - Not enough evidence to assess

6-8 students

Grade Percentages Letter Grade
90-100%
80-89%
70-79%
65-69%

Below 65%

A
B
C
D
F

Accommodations - Students can complete the tasks like their peers with some variations such
as extra time, different format, and/or setting.

Modifications - Students’ learning goals are changed based on their individual abilities as set
by their IEP, 504 Plan, or EL plan.

Students with an IEP or a Language Support plan will also receive a progress report during the
report card window reporting on the students progress towards individualized goals.

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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Section 6:  Grading English Language Learners

Multilinguals in the Two Way Immersion (TWI)

Who are they? Spanish and English native speakers working on understanding, speaking,
reading, and writing in Spanish and English.

TWI Program Goals -

● Developing into becoming bilingual and biliterate students
● Ensure high academic achievement for each student, in both Spanish and English
● Achieve socio cultural competence, which includes equity and social justice for all people

and cultures

Grading TWI Students -

Students in the bilingual program are graded according to grade level standards in line with their
peers on the grade level report card.

English Learners (EL)

Who are they? Students who are learning the English language in an English only classroom.

Program Goals -
● Develop both social and academic language in all four language domains: listening,

speaking, reading, and writing
● Develop English skills while learning grade appropriate academic content
● Develop academic English language proficiency to assist students in meeting gIllinois

Learning Standards and Illinois English Language Proficiency Standards
● Increase students’ English proficiency to function without extra language support

overtime
● Develop the social emotional knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors needed for

success in school and beyond

Grading EL Students -

Proficiency Level Description of English Language Proficiency Levels

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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1 – Entering Knows and uses minimal social English and minimal academic English with visual

support
2 – Emerging Knows and uses some social English and general academic English with visual support
3 – Developing Knows and uses social English and some specific academic English with visual support
4 – Expanding Knows and uses social English and some technical academic English
5 – Bridging Knows and uses social and academic English working with grade level material
6 – Reaching Knows and uses social and academic English at a level comparable to that of English

proficient peers performing at the “proficient” level on state-wide assessments

Section 7: Appendix

Glossary of Terms

Academic Indicators Indicators of student achievement in school based on
identified standards for the grade level.

Accomodation Adaptations that provide access for any student
to the general curriculum but do not
fundamentally alter the grade-level standard or
proficiency level.

Benchmark Assessment Is given at the end of each trimester to measure
student skills, knowledge, and understanding of
grade-level standards that have been taught in
that period of time.

Formative Assessment Assessments used daily/weekly by educators to monitor
student learning to provide ongoing feedback to
students and determine the next steps for instructional
planning.

IEP An Individualized Education Plan (or Program) is also
known as an IEP. This is a plan or program developed to
ensure that a child with an identified disability who is
attending an elementary or secondary educational
institution receives specialized instruction and related

Last revised on September 28, 2022
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services.

Learning Standard The broadest, most general form of learning
expectation from which more specific grade level
curriculum is developed. Content standards
describe what students should know and be able
to do.

Learning Target Learning goals written in student-friendly language that
clearly describes what students will learn and be able to
do by the end of class. They usually begin with an “I
can” statement.

Modification Adaptations to the curriculum that fundamentally
alter the grade-level expectation, but do not
fundamentally alter the content standard.
Modifications are provided only to students who
qualify for special education services or highly
capable students. Modifications typically include
reducing the cognitive load, methodology or
delivery of instructions, and/or the performance
criteria.

Non-Academic Indicators Indicators of student behavior and work habits in school.

Standards-Based System A system where the curriculum, instruction, and
assessments are clearly aligned to the learning
standards and designed to help students attain these
standards.

Summative Assessment A summative task/assessment is any standards aligned
task with grade level rigor that is completed after the
student has had access to teaching, practice, feedback
and is done with independence unless the standard
calls for collaboration

504 Plan The 504 Plan is a plan developed to ensure that a child
who has a disability identified under the law and is
attending an elementary or secondary educational
institution receives accommodations that will ensure
their academic success and access to the learning
environment.
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